
Primo levi and
science fiction

1 8  M A Y  2 0 2 2
ITALIAN CULTURAL

INSTITUTE OF LONDON 

The event will be in English and in person






Organised by

Eleonora Lima (Trinity College Dublin)
Michele Maiolani (University of Cambridge)

Marco Malvestio (University of Padua / University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)

A one-day conference about Levi’s contributions to science fiction, 
the genre’s place within Italian Studies, and Levi’s own perception of it

With the support of

The Society for Italian Studies • The Cambridge-Intesa Sanpaolo Fund • Istituto Italiano di Cultura – Londra
European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme (Grant agreement no. 890656) •

Dipartimento di Studi Linguistici e Letterari, Università di Padova





CONFERENCE  PROGRAMME

P R I M O  L E V I  A N D  S C I E N C E  F I C T I O N

9:30 





Eleonora Lima (Trinity College Dublin)

Michele Maiolani (University of Cambridge)

Marco Malvestio (Università di Padova/University

of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)

Opening remarks

Charlotte Ross (University of Birmingham)

Locked out or locked in? Gender,
embodiment and agency in science fiction 

Respondent: Marzia Beltrami (University of Tartu)

10:00







Florian Mussgnug (University College of London)

Primo Levi’s Fictional Cosmopolitics:
Posthuman Ethics in the Pluriverse 

Respondent: Pierpaolo Antonello (University of

Cambridge)

11:30



Francesco Cassata (Università di Genova)

‘Fare i conti planetari’: Ecology and Science
Fiction in Primo Levi’s Vizio di forma 

Respondent: Robert Gordon (University of

Cambridge)

14:30



Michele Maiolani (University of Cambridge)

Cultural and Ecological Extinction in Primo
Levi’s Science-Fiction 

Respondent: Emiliano Guaraldo (Ca’ Foscari

University of Venice)

16:30



Lunch break 13:00



For  t ickets :  The  I t a l i an  Cul tu ra l  In s t i tu te  of  London



For  genera l  enqui r ies :  l imae@ tcd . i e  /  mm2320@cam .ac .uk  /

marco .malves t io@un ipd . i t

CONTACT


